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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE          CONTACT: Jonathan Holden  (520) 440-4455

Author Michael Blake & The John Coinman Band
             Concert in Celebration of the American West 
Benefit for the International Society for the Protection of Mustangs and Burros

June 5, 2009 (Tucson)  -  Author Michael Blake joins singer/songwriter John Coinman for a performance in celebration of the American West on Aug. 22nd at the  Berger Performing Arts Center.  Both men share a passion for the West and for saving endangered wild horses.  Michael Blake has written seven books, including the novel and screenplay for the Academy Award-winning film, Dances with Wolves.
       The multi-media performance features speaking on Michael Blake’s published and unpublished works, including his new book, Twelve the King, published in June, 2009 by Perceval Press.  Twelve the King tells the story of Blake’s passion to save wild horses and his love for an adopted wild stallion.  John Coinman has recorded four CDs, including the critically acclaimed, Songs from the Modern West.  His music literally oozes the southwest in a style he calls “Desert Noir.” John Coinman was named Songwriter of the Year in Tucson and voted Best Local Performing Songwriter in a citywide reader’s poll.  

                 

       Proceeds benefit the International Society for the Protection of Mustangs and Burros. The evening promises tales of wild horses, plaintive border ballads, haunting tales of love and High Plains Rock, all with a shot of twang.  
Author Michael Blake with The John Coinman Band  

Saturday, Aug. 22nd, 8pm
Berger Performing Arts Center, ASDB – 1200 W. Speedway
Advance tickets $22, $25 at the door
Tickets at Antigone Books, Plaza Liquors, Enchanted Earthworks, 

toll-free (800) 594-8499, online rhythmandroots.org 

more info (520) 319-9966
MICHAEL BLAKE
       Michael Blake grew up in Texas and Southern California and studied journalism at the University of New Mexico.  It was there in Roswell, NM in the mid-1960s that Michael met an aspiring songwriter named John Coinman.  The two have remained close friends ever since.  Living in Los Angeles in the 1980s he began writing screenplays and was encouraged by another friend, a then unknown Kevin Costner, to turn an idea for a story about Indians into a novel.  The result was the publication of Dances with Wolves in 1988.  As Kevin Costner’s star began to rise he once again encouraged Blake to turn the novel into a screenplay.  In late 1990 the film written by Blake and based upon his novel, was released to international acclaim.  In 1991 Michael Blake won every major award for his screenplay for Dances with Wolves, including an Academy Award, Golden Globe and Silver Spur.  
       Of the protagonist in the film, played by Kevin Costner, Blake later told a reporter, ''I created Lieut. John Dunbar so I could see the buffalo. So I could be friends with a wolf.  So I could have a horse I loved.''
       Following the success of Dances with Wolves, Michael continued to write while using his newfound fame to save endangered wild horses.   In 1991 he adopted two wild horses from Nevada.  His love for one of those horses, named Twelve, is the subject of his seventh book, Twelve the King.  The book details Blake’s struggle, respect and love for Twelve, a wild herd stallion.  Blake recalls, “I named him Twelve because on a scale of one to ten, he was a twelve.”  A decade of public service followed, resulting in the Eleanor Roosevelt award for work with minorities, the Animal Protection Institute’s Humanitarian of the Year and many others. 
       Michael’s novel, The Holy Road, the sequel to Dances with Wolves, is in development for a feature film.    
JOHN COINMAN
Singer/songwriter John Coinman wrote his first song by age 12 and at 17 made his first recording at Norman Petty’s studio in Clovis, New Mexico, the same studio where Buddy Holly recorded his hits. By his own estimate Coinman has written about 400 songs during his music career.  Along the way he worked with Dances with Wolves writer Michael Blake, The Doors’ John Densmore, Kevin Costner, James Intveld, and countless other actors and musicians. 
   Coinman was enlisted by Kevin Costner to serve as supervisor of Indian music for the film Dances with Wolves. John later contributed songs and played a musician in Costner’s film The Postman. John Coinman recorded his first solo CD, The Man Called Someone, in 1997.  The album is filled with evocative border-bred country folk.  The Arizona Daily Star called it, “…the sort of expansive music one imagines played during the panoramic dreams we have of the South-West, and the Tucson Weekly called it, “…understated and assured with just the right amount of twang.”  A second solo CD, 41 Crosses, followed in late 1999, gaining airplay on college and independent radio stations. River of Fire was released in 2001 to much critical acclaim.  In the meantime he was voted Best Songwriter in Tucson in 1999 and Best Performing Artist a year later. His first major European release on CoraZong, This Place Ain’t What It Used To Be, was a compilation of songs from all three of his solo CD’s.  His current release, Songs From the Modern West, received critical acclaim from critics and lovers of Americana music.  

       John Coinman currently tours North America, Europe and Japan as singer/songwriter and music director with Kevin Costner and Modern West. 
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